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S September 1968
IHC-D-36/4

UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD
INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION HANDLING COMMITTEE

MEMORANDGM FOR: Chairman, IHC

SUBJECT: Intelligence Subject Code (ISC)

1. In January, 1968 CODIB received @ memorandum from CIA's
Director of Central Reference Service, CRS, indicating that the
USIB-sponsored Intelligence Subject Code (ISC) was no longer being
uged by his orgenization as & subject index classification nystem

‘and CRS was, therefore, discontinuing its maintenance. The DIA

CODIB member proposed, in view of the extensive and continuing use
of ISC throughout DoD intelligence components, that future
maintenance of the ISC he accomplished by DIA,

2, The ISC was designed and put ianto use by CIA in 19u8.
It was revised in 1960 to meet requirements of the intelligence
commuriity and to incorporate changes considered necessary after
ten years of experience in ite application end use. The revised
ISC was re-issued three times incorporating additions and changes
in codes necessary to keep the codes responsive to current needs,
new terminology, etoc.

3. As early as 1957, Air Force Intelligence adopted the CIA
ISC with some modifications for use with its| | document
storage and retrievel system. Subsequently, Hgs SAC and ACIC

installed | systems and utilized the ISC therein., AT a
somewhat later date, the Navy employed ISC in conjunction with
its now defunct system. ISC was subsequently adopted by

DIA as its basic document storage end retrieval system |
acquired from Air Foroe. The ISC is slso used by DIACO {collections)
in connection with the Dcfemse Intelligence Requiremente Mamual
DIRM, and Specific Intelligence Collection Rcquest SICR register,
and AIRES (Automated Intelligence Report Evaluation System). 1In
1964, the use of the ISC area code as published was discontinued

in favor of a modification employing the DoD country digrepi code,
however, close coordination on the subject portion of the ISC

wis continued by CIA and DIA., The ISC is also used in DoD
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Coiwditaenos opmUoRRDs A0 comdocllon witihh ¥MA storage and
crifdkvel SYSCERS AusLPLied Lo UilAXa, sud at STRICOM, CUNAD,
TAC, USAYE  PACAF. BUIC. ¥iD. ALrc. FICEUR, atlantic Intelligence

wlil CRLY .,

SHVEIR sy . B

aests concinue to be recvelved and serviced guite

: voone gae il poant of view the ISC represented a
*ommuuicv” standardization '‘success’ even though 1its adoption

s.zs iimited te CIA, and at various times by Air Force, Navy, and
{ifh. Further, the ISt was never adopted as an all-encompassing
ctandard method of representing subjeets and areas of intelligence
interest by all of tne components of any of these agencies.

2 F

and cepapilities for the purpose of achieving greater etficlency
rheoughh standardization. imitial inelination in DIA was toward
zxpended use of the ISC. However, they are now re-examining and
dafining requivements for an intelligence thesaurus which may
provide the bhasic DIA system.

&. & number of other agency components in the comnunity ave
now inciined toward the expanded use of term indexing (keywords)
rather than subject classes. Previous attemnpts along this line
hsve not been without problems winich result from semantic and
syntactic ambiguities, the occurvence ot logical mismatches,
input/cutput inconsistencies, etc., all of which are characteristic
of natural languege processing.

7. ip view of DoD's continuing multi-component use of ISC
and CIA’w deciston tw cewse its use and maintenance, it is
recommended that:

s+, Maintenance responsibility fer the ISC be
assigned to DIA as proposed by them.

. THC continue its overall monitorship of the ISC,
and .
¢, If end when DIA determines that it will no longer

use the 18C. the need tfor further rsintenante be
deternmined by INIC. '
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d. Existing stocks of the fourth editions of the I8¢
be assigned to the IHC for appropriate disposition.

25X1 e. The[ __ |deta tapes and programs for producing the
ISC be retaimed by CIA/OCS and the ISC reprnduction plates
he retained by CIA/PS: until further notice from IHC.

Executive Secretary
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